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SUB J : CHIEF MINISTER GANDAPUR AND SIX MPAS JOIN 
PAKISTAN PEOPLES’ PARTY 

THE FOLLOWING RECEIVED FROM CONSUL IN PESHAWAR: 

1. SIX PRO-GOVERNMENT MEMBERS OF NORTHWEST FRONTIER PROVINCIAL 
ASSEMBLY (INCLUDING FOUR MINISTERS) ANNOUNCED NOVEMBER 23 THAT 
THEY HAD DECIDED TO LINK THEMSELVES MORE CLOSELY TO BHUTTO 
GOVERNMENT BY JOINING PAKISTAN PEOPLES' PARTY. TIMING OF THEIR 
DECISION FOLLOWED CLOSELY ON HEELS OF ANNOUNCEMENT BY CHIEF 
MINISTER GANDAPUR EARLIER THIS MONTH THAT HE HAD AFFILIATED 
HIMSELF WITH PPP. 

2. THE FOUR MINISTERS, IN ADDITION TO GANDAPUR, WHO SWITCHED 

TO THE PPP ARE: MUZAMMIL SHAH, INFORMATION AND REVENUE; HUMAYUN 
SAIFULLAH, WORKS, PWD AND IRRIGATION; HAQ NAWAZ KHAN, HEALTH, 

LAW AND PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS: AND AZMAT ALI KHAN, MINERALS, 
HOUWING AND FORESTS. THE TWO OTHER MPAS IN GROUP ARE MAKHDOOM 
ATAUR REHMAN AND MOHAMMAD NAWAZ. 

3. CHIEF MINISTER GANDAPUR AND MOST OTHER MEMBERS OF THIS GROUP 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 ISLAMA 11206 290936Z 

HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN ASSOCIATED TOGETHER IN LOOSE ASSEMBLY GROUPING 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


CREATED BY FORMER GOVERNOR ASLAM KHATTAK KNOWN AT THE UNITED FRONT. 
ONLY MUZAMMIL SHAH AND MOHAMMAD NAWAZ HAD OFFICIALLY BEEN MEMBERS 
OF QAIYUM MUSLIM LEAGUE; GANDAPUR HAD BEEN AN INDEPENDENT. HAQ 
NQWAZ A MEMBER OF JAMIATUL ULEMA-I-ISLAM AND THE OTHERS HAD BEEN 
AFFILIATED WITH EITHER THE CONVENTION OR COUNCIL MUSLIM LEAGUE. 

4. ADHERENCE OF THIS GROUP TO PPP INCREASES STRENGTH OF PRIME 
MINISTER'S PARTY IN PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY TO 13, MAKING IT LARGEST 
SINGLE PARTY IN GOVERNMENT COALITION OF 24. OTHER MAJOR COMPONENT 
OF COALITION IS STILL QAIUM MUSLIM LEAGUE WITH STRENGTH OF NINE 
MPAS. 

5. COMMENT: CHIEF MINISTER GANDAPUR HAS TAKEN CREDIT FOR BRING- 
ING THESE MPAS INTO PPP; WITH EXCEPTION OF MUZAMMIL SHAH, THEY ALL 
REGARD THEMSELVES AS FORMING A SEPARATE FACTION WITHIN PPP, OWING 
ALLEGIANCE TO GANDAPUR RATHER THAN TO PROVINCIAL PPP LEADER AND 
SENIOR MINISTER HAYAT MOHAMMAD SHERPAO. MANY OBSERVERS IN PESHAWAR 
BELIEVE THAT GANDAPUR'S DECISION TO LEAD THIS GROUP INTO PPP IS 

AIMED NOT ONLY AT SOLIDIFYING HIS OWN POSITION AS CHIEF MINISTER 
BUT ALSO AT SETTING STAGE FOR OBTAINING PRIME MINISTER'S SUPPORT 
AT LATER DATE TO OUST SHERPAO AS PPP LEADER IN PROVINCE. NEEDLESS 
TO SAY, CONSULATE'S CONTACTS AGREE THAT WHATEVER IMPACT THE ENTRY 
OF GANDAPUR GROUP INTO PPP MAY HAVE ON SHERPAO'S CAREER, IT 
HAS STRENGTHENED PRIME MINISTER'S OWN CONTROL OVER GOVERNMENT 
COALITION. 

6. AS RESULT OF GANDAPUR GROUP'S SWITCH TO PPP, SUPPORTERS OF 
QAIUM MUSLIM LEAGUE ARE NOW EXPRESSING CONCERN ABOUT SURVIVAL 
CAPACITY OF THEIR OWN PARTY. IT IS GENERALLY ASSUMED THAT IF 
QAIYUM HIMSELF WANTED TO SAVE PARTY FROM BEING ABSORBED BY PPP 
HE COULD DO IT. BUT MOST MUSLIM LEAGUERS BELIEVE THAT QAIYUM. 

OUT OF DEFERENCE TO PRIME MINISTER AND DESIRE TO RETAIN HIS PRESENT 
POST AS FEDERAL HOME MINISTER, WOULD TAKE NO ACTION TO PREVENT 
PARTY'S DESTRUCTION. IT IS CONSULATE'S VIEW, HOWEVER, THAT 

PRIME MINISTER, IN ORDER TO AVOID ANTAGONIZING MUSLIM LEAGUE'S 
FAIRLY LARGE MASS FOLLOWING IN PROVINCE, WILL NOT PUSH AHEAD 
RAPIDLY TO WIN OVER REMAINING NINE MPAS BELINGING TO QAIYUM'S 
PARTY. 
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